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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: SOUTH AFRICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
South African Bureau of Standards (SABS)
1 Dr Lategan Road
Groen Kloof
Pretoria
0181
Att: Ms Irene Matlala
Tel: +27 12 428 6039
Email: info@sabs.co.za
Web site: www.sabs.co.za

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): 
Cosmetics & Skincare (Non-SAHPRA)
Non-Pressure Cookware & Kitchen Utensils
Furniture & Homeware
Mattresses & Foam Products
Outdoor & Leisure Equipment
School Supplies (Non-Toy)
Sporting & Recreational Goods
Candles & Decorative Burning Items
Toys (Grey-Area / Non-VC)
Internal-combustion generators
Plumbing components (Plastics, metal or ceramics)
Water reticulation systems: pipes, couplings, and Valves
Building and Construction Materials
Feminine and child hygiene products

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): 
1. IMPLEMENTATION OF A PRE-EXPORT VERIFICATION OF CONFORMITY PROGRAMME FOR CERTAIN UNREGULATED PRODUCTS IMPORTED FROM THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
2. PHASE 1 - PRODUCT LIST
3. ANNEXURE 1- LIST OF HIGH-RISK UNREGULATED PRODUCTS
4. OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE— Launch of the Pre-Export Verification of Conformity (PVoC)
5. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
; (8 page(s), in English), (5 page(s), in English), (10 page(s), in English), (7 page(s), in English), (8 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/ZAF/26_02453_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/ZAF/26_02453_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/ZAF/26_02453_02_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/ZAF/26_02453_03_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/ZAF/26_02453_04_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: This directive, issued under section 33 of the Standards Act, 2008, provides a framework to support the application of South African National Standards (SANS) to certain imported products that are currently unregulated. It applies specifically to products that do not fall under compulsory specifications enforced by the National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS).
The Directive does not extend to products governed by other legislation, does not grant additional regulatory authority to the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) beyond its existing mandate, and does not override or limit the legal responsibilities of the NRCS or any other regulatory body.
The programme applies on a most-favoured-nation basis to qualifying products from all origins, consistent with South Africa's obligations under Article I of the GATT 1994 and Articles 2.1 and 5.1.1 of the WTO TBT Agreement. Risk classification of product categories is determined exclusively by objective criteria, including market surveillance findings, non-compliance incident records, consumer safety complaints, and product category risk profile, irrespective of country of origin.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The programme addresses systemic risks identified through SABS market surveillance and NRCS enforcement data showing elevated non-compliance rates across the listed product categories. Selection of products is based on objective risk indicators, including incident records, complaint data, and product category risk profile, and applies on a non-discriminatory basis irrespective of country of origin.; National security requirements; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Standards Act, 2008 (Act No. 8 of 2008)
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008)
Consumer Protection Act, 2008 (Act No. 68 of 2008)
Customs and Excise Act, 1964 (Act No. 91 of 1964)
National Development Plan (NDP)
South Africa's Industrial Policy Action Plan (IPAP)
Ministerial Directive—Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 21 September 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 21 September 2026

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 10 July 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
South African Bureau of Standards (SABS)
Contact person: Ms. Nokubongwa Mvelase
WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Stakeholder Relations Department
1 Dr Lategan Road, Groenkloof
Private Bag X191
Pretoria 0001
Tel: +(27) 12 428 6125
Email: wto@sabs.co.za
Website: http://www.sabs.co.za
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