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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: RWANDA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Mineral materials and products (ICS code(s): 91.100.15)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): DRS 625: 2026, Natural stones — Requirements with guidance for use; (47 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/RWA/26_01065_00_e.pdf
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw

	6.
	Description of content: This Draft Rwanda Standard specifies requirements for natural stones and provides guidance for the application and use of natural stone products.
It applies to natural stone products intended for masonry elements, wall coverings (including tiles), internal floor and stair finishes (including tiles), exterior floor and stair finishes (including paving), as well as massive stone elements.
It does not apply to coatings or staining problems, and does not take into account treatments that could modify the performance characteristics of the materials, nor does it apply to agglomerated stones and aggregates.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment; Quality requirements; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
1. RS 517, Specification for Natural stone masonry units
2. RS 537, Masonry units test methods — Determination of compressive strength
3. RS 543, Masonry units test methods — Determination of water absorption of aggregate concrete, autoclaved aerated concrete, manufactured stone and natural stone masonry units due to capillary action and the initial rate of water absorption of clay masonry units
4. RS 522, Natural stone products — Modular tiles — Requirements
5. RS 519, Natural stone products — Slabs for cladding — Requirements
6. RS 533, Natural stone test methods — Determination of flexural strength under concentrated load
7. RS 525, Natural stone test methods —Determination of water absorption coefficient by capillarity
8. RS 529, Natural stone test methods — Determination of the breaking load at dowel hole
9. RS 535 Natural stone test methods —Determination of flexural strength under constant moment
10. RS 531, Natural stone test methods — Determination of resistance of marble to thermal and moisture cycles
11. RS 517, Specification for Natural stone masonry units
12. RS 541, Natural stone test methods — Determination of resistance to ageing by thermal shock
13. RS 526, Natural stone test methods — Determination of real and apparent density and total porosity
14. RS 532, Natural stone test methods —Determination of abrasion resistance
15. RS 534, Natural stone test methods — Determination of the slip resistance by means of the pendulum
16. RS 520, Slabs of natural stone for external paving — Requirements and test Methods
17. RS 521, Sets of natural stone for external paving — Requirements and test methods
18. RS 528, Natural stone test methods — Denomination criteria
19. RS 527, Natural stone test methods — Determination of petrographic information
20. RS 526, Natural stone test methods — Determination of real and apparent density and total porosity
21. RS 524, Masonry units test methods — Determination of thermal properties
22. RS 530, Natural stone test methods — Determination of geometric characteristics of units
23. DRS 629, Kerbs of natural stone for external paving — Requirements and test methods

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 24 April 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw
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