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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: RWANDA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Cement. Gypsum. Lime. Mortar (ICS code(s): 91.100.10)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): DRS 144: 2026, Concrete building blocks and bricks — Specification; (47 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/RWA/26_01061_00_e.pdf
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw

	6.
	Description of content: This Draft Rwanda Standard specifies precast solid and precast hollow concrete masonry building blocks and bricks for use in interior and exterior use in constructing structural and non-structural masonry walling, and are made from Portland cement, water and suitable mineral aggregates with or without the inclusion of other materials.
Building block and bricks covered by this standard are:
a) hollow load bearing and non-load bearing cement blocks; and
b) solid load-bearing cement blocks and bricks.
This Standard specifies performance requirements related to dimensional accuracy, density, strength, water absorption, shrinkage and moisture movement for hollow blocks and solid cement blocks or bricks.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment; Quality requirements; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
1. RS ASTM C140/C140M, Standard Test Methods for Sampling and Testing Concrete Masonry Units and Related Units
2. RS ASTM C426, Standard Test Method for Linear Drying Shrinkage of Concrete Masonry Units
3. ISO 18985, Recycled aggregates for concrete
4. ISO 18985, Recycled aggregates for concrete
5. RS ISO 19596, Admixtures for concrete
6. RS ISO 12439, Mixing water for concrete
7. RS EAS 18-1, Cement — Part 1: Composition, specification and conformity criteria for common cement
8. RS 96, Methods of test for aggregates
9. RS 107, Building sands — Specification
10. RS 425. Calcined and non-calcined pozzolanic ash — Specification
11. RS 373, Aggregates for concrete — Specification

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 24 April 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw
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