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IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGREEMENT
ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
COMMUNICATION FROM LESOTHO
The following communication under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, dated 12 February 2026, has been received from the delegation of Lesotho.

_______________


IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS 
The Kingdom of Lesotho implements the provisions of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) through a combination of legislative, regulatory, and administrative measures forming part of its evolving National Quality Infrastructure.
Implementation efforts are anchored in the development of a Draft National Quality Policy and Technical Regulatory Framework, which provides the overarching basis for coordination of standardization, technical regulation, conformity assessment, and related quality functions. This framework is currently due for review, as part of Lesotho's ongoing efforts to strengthen alignment with international best practices and WTO TBT obligations.
The core institutional and legal basis for standardization and conformity assessment in Lesotho is provided under the Lesotho Standards Institution Act, 2014, which establishes and mandates the Lesotho Standards Institution to undertake key functions, including:
Development, adoption, and publication of national standards;
Provision of conformity assessment services, including testing, inspection, and certification;
Establishment of a national training academy to support capacity building in quality management and technical regulation; and
Operation of the WTO TBT National Enquiry Point, in accordance with Article 10 of the TBT Agreement.
The enactment of the Lesotho Standards Institution Act, 2014, also resulted in the restructuring of national quality governance, including the transformation of the former Department of Quality Assurance and Technical Regulation, thereby strengthening institutional coordination and service delivery.
Concerning metrology, Lesotho's legal foundation is derived from the Metrication Order of 1970, which has led to the development of metrology-related regulatory instruments, including:
Labelling Requirements for Prepackaged Products and Tolerances
Units of measurement
Metrication Board
Accreditation services in Lesotho are supported at the regional level by the Southern African Development Community Accreditation Service (SADCAS), which serves as the recognized regional accreditation body and facilitates international acceptance of conformity assessment results.
Through these measures, Lesotho continues to advance the implementation and administration of the TBT Agreement, with a view to ensuring transparency, non-discrimination, and the prevention of unnecessary obstacles to trade.
PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE
The Kingdom of Lesotho ensures transparency in the preparation of technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures through established national publication mechanisms. In particular:
Enacted technical regulations are officially published through the Lesotho Government Gazette, which serves as the primary legal instrument for public notification of all legal measures.
National standards developed or adopted by the Lesotho Standards Institution (LSI) are published and made available through the LSI Standards Catalogue, which provides stakeholders with access to standards currently in force and those under development.
These publication arrangements support Lesotho's implementation of its transparency obligations under Articles 2.9, 2.10, 5.6, and Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement.
Furthermore, through its current technical regulatory regime, Lesotho encourages relevant regulatory agencies involved in drafting new technical regulations or making substantial amendments to existing measures to provide early information to the National Notification Authority and the WTO TBT National Enquiry Point. This enables timely notification to the WTO Secretariat and facilitates the opportunity for WTO Members and stakeholders to participate in the consultation process.
COMMENTS
Lesotho provides opportunities for written comments on notified draft technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures. The standard comment period is at least 60 days, in line with WTO TBT Committee recommendations, unless urgent circumstances apply.
Comments may be submitted through:
The WTO TBT National Enquiry Point library housed at the Lesotho Standards Institution.
Email and written correspondence to the relevant regulatory authority.
Stakeholder consultation meetings organized during the public enquiry stage
Lesotho encourages domestic and international stakeholders to actively participate in the commenting process.
PUBLICATION OF FINAL TEXTS
Adopted technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures are published through:
The Lesotho Government Gazette
Official publication and catalogues of the Lesotho Standards Institution
Relevant Ministry and regulatory agency communication channels and websites
Official final texts and regulatory measures are also made accessible through this main government website: https://lesotholii.org/gazettes/ls/ 
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(i) Enquiry Point(s)
WTO TBT National Enquiry Point
Amohelang Hatase (Ms)
Lesotho Standards Institution
Maseru, Kingdom of Lesotho
Tel: +266 22312802
Email: admin.lsi@gov.ls
Website: https://www.gov.ls/directory/ministry-of-trade-and-industry/
The Enquiry Point is responsible for responding to requests for information on Lesotho's technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures, in accordance with Articles 10.1–10.3 of the TBT Agreement.
(ii) Notification Authority
Same as TBT Enquiry Point
The Notification Authority coordinates the submission of draft technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures to the WTO Secretariat under Articles 2.9, 5.6, and related transparency provisions.
(iii) Other Agencies
Ministry of Health (public health-related regulations): https://health.gov.ls/
Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition (agri-food standards and SPS-related coordination): https://www.gov.ls/directory/ministry-of-agriculture-and-food-security/
Ministry of Energy and Meteorology (energy efficiency regulations and MEPS): https://www.gov.ls/directory/ministry-of-energy-and-metereology/
Revenue Service Lesotho – Customs (border control and enforcement support): https://www.rsl.org.ls/
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Lesotho remains committed to enhancing information, transparency and ongoing engagement in the development of technical regulations and standards.
Ongoing initiatives include:
Strengthening national coordination mechanisms for WTO notifications
Investing in the use of secure electronic platforms for public consultations
Capacity building for regulatory authorities on good regulatory practices and TBT compliance
Increased participation in continental, regional and international standardization initiatives (ARSO, SADC, ISO, IEC, Codex)
This notification serves as Lesotho's current statement under Article 15.2 and may be updated as new legislative and institutional developments occur.
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