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IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGREEMENT
ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
COMMUNICATION FROM CABO VERDE
The following communication under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, dated 29 July 2025, has been received from the delegation of Cabo Verde.

_______________


Implementing actions
As part of its notification under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Cabo Verde wishes to inform the TBT Committee of the system of technical regulations, standardization and conformity assessment (testing, inspection, validation, verification, certification, accreditation and others) in force in the country.
According to the notification sent to the TBT Committee and available on the website https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep, the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Energy (MICE) coordinates the implementation of the TBT Agreement through the National Directorate of Industry, Trade and Energy (DNICE).
0. Technical regulations
Technical regulations are enforced by several government departments, independent public bodies and local authorities, which must follow best practices and public consultation (Article 94 of the Code of Administrative Procedure, approved by Legislative Decree No. 1/2023 of 2 October), with a view to the subsequent validation and publication of the regulations in order for them to be legally binding on operators and economic agents.
Government departments, in particular the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Energy, the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Infrastructure, issue various technical regulations within their areas of competence. Several of these regulations may originate from regional bodies, signed agreements or the incorporation into the legal system of measures deemed important for the exercise of the State's regulatory function.
Among the independent public entities with powers to issue technical regulations, it is worth mentioning the Independent Regulatory Entities (Legal Framework for Regulatory Agencies established by Law No. 14/VIII/2012 of 11 July), in particular the Multisectoral Regulatory Agency for the Economy (ARME), the Civil Aviation Agency (AAC) and the Independent Health Regulatory Body (ERIS). These regulatory agencies develop technical regulations not only to enforce concession contracts but also to prevent unfair competition in regulated sectors.
In the field of legal metrology, pursuant to the National Legal Metrological Control System established by Decree-Law No. 43/2015 of 27 August, Cabo Verde, through the Institute of Quality Management and Intellectual Property (IGQPI), develops specific technical regulations to support the metrological control of every measuring instrument considered a priority. To date, 13 regulations have been published in the Official Journal, with remaining regulatory requirements being met by presumption, in accordance with the recommendations of the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML).
As a major importer of technology, Cabo Verde is required to have a system for monitoring the conformity of imported equipment and the corresponding certificates covered by legal metrology, in line with the model recognition agreement approved in the country of manufacture.
Standardization
Decree-Law No. 8/2010 of 22 March established the foundations of the National Quality System of Cabo Verde (SNQC). The IGQPI serves as the national standardization body and coordinator of the standardization subsystem. Standardization activities are carried out in accordance with the Standardization Regulations of Cabo Verde (R.NOR) (https://igqpi.cv/normalizacao/regras-e-procedimentos-2/), which set out the procedures, guidelines, rights and obligations to be observed by all stakeholders in standardization activities in Cabo Verde.
In Cabo Verde, stakeholders are involved in standardization activities through:
The creation of the Technical Standardization Committee (CTN);
Public consultation on normative documents, which allows all members of Cabo Verdean society to express any views different from those taken into account during the drafting of the document in question.
At the international level, Cabo Verde, through the IGQPI, has been participating since 2017 in the Affiliate Country Programme of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). At the regional level, since 2014, it has been participating in ECOSHAM, the Standards Harmonization Model of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).
To date, 25 Cabo Verdean standards have been established, and 78 IEC standards and one European standard in Portuguese have been adopted (https://igqpi.cv/normalizacao/acervo-normativo/).
Conformity assessment
Decree-Law No. 37/2024 of 29 July 2024 establishes the institutional requirements for the IGQPI to be accredited as a certification body, thus ensuring the credibility of its certification and, by extension, international acceptance of the certificates it issues.
The IGQPI has legal personality and is the certification body for products, processes, services, systems and people, offering adequate guarantees of objectivity and impartiality in its actions with the support of the Impartiality Committee (CI) and the Specialized Technical Committees (CTE), in accordance with international accreditation standards.
To date, the IGQPI has created and managed certification programmes for:
Mango juice;
Small tourist accommodation with between 4 and 35 rooms (https://igqpi.cv/avaliacao-de-conformidade/certificacao/);
Good manufacturing practices (GMP) and the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) system for food business operators (FBOs) involved in the preparation, processing, packaging, storage, transport and distribution of foodstuffs.
In terms of inspection, the General Inspectorate of Economic Activities (IGAE) is the economic authority responsible for monitoring products on sale and establishments. Its mission is to ensure compliance with the rules governing the authorization of products, companies, manufacturing processes and representation contracts for companies and brands.
In terms of testing, the Civil Engineering Laboratory (LEC) is particularly important, as it is tasked with testing cement and other construction materials. The LEC intervenes before and after products are placed on the market, at the request of other authorities and in accordance with the law, as a preventive measure.
In addition to the LEC, other laboratories in the food and health sectors are worth mentioning, including:
Inpharma Laboratories (INLAB), the only laboratory accredited in Cabo Verde to test 44 parameters relating to water, food and medicines;
the Water and Food Quality Control Laboratory (LCQAA) of the National Institute of Public Health (INSP);
the Official Laboratory for Fisheries Products (LOPP); and
the Afonso Martinho Laboratory (LAM) for agricultural products.
Verification, which mainly involves inspection (prior verification of establishments and products), consists of activities carried out before businesses start operating or products are placed on the market. It involves preventive verification of the conditions under which products are manufactured or registered and their compliance with the standards relating to that production, process or end product.
Also with regard to prior inspections, there is the Technical Vehicle Inspectorate of Cabo Verde (ITAC), which is responsible for checking that motor vehicles in circulation in the country comply with existing standards. Import standards are developed in collaboration with the Directorate-General of Road Transport, the authority in charge of registering vehicles in the national vehicle fleet.
In summary, national authorities, within the scope of their powers or at the request of consumer associations, operators and interested parties, may call upon national or international laboratories, whether public or private, to verify the conformity of products and services, in accordance with the rules in force in the country and the agreements to which the country has acceded, both for implementation purposes and for recognition and trade facilitation.
Publication of a notice
In accordance with Article 94 of Legislative Decree No. 1/2023 of 2 October, national authorities must submit draft legislation for consultation and participation by interested parties and their representatives.
Draft legislation is made available to the public:
On the websites of the relevant public bodies and/or
On the official government website: https://www.governo.cv/
Comments
The Legislative Decree requires that draft legislation be made available for public consultation for at least 30 days.
Publication of final texts
Standardization
https://igqpi.cv/normalizacao/acervo-normativo/
Conformity assessment
https://igqpi.cv/avaliacao-de-conformidade/certificacao/
Technical regulations
https://boe.incv.cv/
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(i) Enquiry Point(s)
Point d'information sur les OTC (TBT Enquiry Point)
Direção Nacional da Indústria, Comércio e Energia (National Directorate of Industry, Trade and Energy)
Telephone: (+238) 2604800
Email: benvindo.reis@mice.gov.cv or jonica.tavares@mice.gov.cv
(ii) Notification Authority
Same as TBT Enquiry Point

Additional information
Cabo Verde has not yet communicated its acceptance of the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards. This will be done once the decision has been made by the country's standardization authority.

Cabo Verde is a member of ECOWAS and participates in the regional quality infrastructure system, which includes the ECOWAS Community Council for Quality and the ECOWAS Regional Agency for Quality (ECOWAQ). ECOWAQ is made up of several committees (standardization, technical regulations, metrology, conformity assessment and accreditation system).

__________
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